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Just last week, the 78th Texas Legislature finished its business and adjourned indefinitely.  
It was a tough session, in which lawmakers were forced to make many difficult decisions 
that will have far-reaching effects on the people of Texas. 
 
One of those tough decisions involved the $117 billion state budget, which passed in the 
final days of the session.  Thanks to Laredo’s own Senator Judith Zaffirini, the budget 
cuts in the area of health care were not as severe as they threatened to be earlier in the 
session, however, they are still severe enough.   
 
Lawmakers passed a budget with $10 billion in cuts that will impact many important state 
services.  As a result of less help from the state, local governments including Webb 
County, are scrambling to determine how to continue providing needed services to more 
families without having to raise local property taxes.   
 
After all, regardless of outside forces, families will always have babies; they will want 
care for their children; and, they will need medicine when they get sick.  Families who 
are experiencing hard times need help with those medical expenses.  Unfortunately, some 
of the help that has come from the State of Texas and the federal government is drying 
up. 
 
Even as health care costs soar and the number of indigent patients seeking medical care 
continues to climb, Webb County stands to lose $55 million in state funds for the 
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) and Medicaid over the next two-year 
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budget cycle.  With these cuts, nearly 3,500 low-income children and families in Webb 
County will lose their health care coverage, while another 4,000 elderly and disabled 
people will see a noticeable reduction in the services available to them. 
 
And that’s just in the area of health care.  That is to say nothing about the impact of 
budget cuts in other areas, such as public safety and law enforcement. 
 
As county officials, we are obligated to take care of the families we serve.  We are 
obligated to provide a safe community in which to live.  We are obligated to provide 
indigent health clinics and other services that provide a safety net for those who have 
fallen on hard times, especially given concerns about how the sale of Mercy Health 
Center to a for-profit hospital company might impact indigent care.  Webb County’s 
obligation to those families doesn’t end just because much of our funding has 
disappeared. 
 
The Webb County Commissioners’ Court is faced with some difficult decisions in the 
months and years ahead.  Aside from the crushing state budget cuts, the county is seeing 
the effects of a sluggish economy on our own budget.  Just last week, our Webb County 
Auditor announced that the county faces its own budget shortfall due to declining 
revenues and an increased demand for services. 
 
The Commissioners’ Court must find a way to balance much-needed services with the 
need to keep our local property tax rates reasonable for hard working families who have 
enough to worry about. 
 
In light of what lies ahead in both the short-term and long-term, we must find alternative 
sources of revenue.  We need something that can provide a significant and stable funding 
stream to support vital county services, even when the state or federal governments cut 
funds for such services.  After months of study and careful consideration, I believe the 
most obvious long-term source of revenue lies in the fifth international bridge. 
 
International toll bridges up and down the Rio Grande generate significant revenues; no 
one can argue with that.  And since trade with Mexico and others in Central and South 
America is only expected to grow in the coming years, our community has a tremendous 
opportunity to tap into some of that growth. 
 
So why should Webb County be involved with a new bridge?  First, the county already 
completed the bridge application and  received the go-ahead from the Texas Department 
of Transportation to move forward with the application process.  Second, the county has 
invested significant resources toward the pursuit of the fifth bridge, tax dollars that 
should not go to waste.  Finally, the county and the citizens we serve would benefit 
enormously from bridge revenues.  Bridge revenues would provide a long-term, stable 
funding source that will support county-provided health care and law enforcement 
services far into the future without forcing local taxpayers to cough up more money. 
 
With the looming state budget cuts and the crushing impact they will have on the quality 
of life in our community, Webb County officials must show leadership and move forward 
with the fifth bridge and the long-term benefits it will provide.  It’s our best option. 
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